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"4+ 4" (shénme) is an interrogative pronoun used to ask about unknown
things. It can stand alone as a question (e.g., "4+ 4?") or substitute for
unknown elements within a sentence.

Questions Answers

Ni jido shénme Wo jidao LI Xidolodng
o | T S B8
What’s your name? My name is Li Xiaolong.
/hé shl shénme /hé shi shuigud

X & T4 X & KX,

What is this? It 1S a fruit.



Before a noun, "1+ 4" (shénme) asks what something is or what someone
does.

Questions Answers

Ni jido shénme mingzi Wo jido L1 Xidolodng
o L it 2 o e S
What’s your name? My name is Li Xiaolong.
/hé shil shénme shuigud /Zhé shil pinggud

X & AfFA KR? X & FX

What kind of fruit is this? This is an apple.



Using f+ 4 (shénme), write two questions that would
produce these answers.

- HZM G =, WS jiao Ma Yun.



S ZF X E Reference answers

- HZM L=, Wo jiao Ma Yun.

« >R A+ A? NI jido shénme?

kil

N

43?7 NI jido shénme mingzi?



The “&”
sentence



The verb “& (shi) ” means "to be". It shows that one thing
equals or belongs to another. To make it negative, put “7~ (bu)

before “=&”.

Declarative sentences
WO shi Li Xidoloéng
#x £ F Dl

| am Li Xiaolong.

Nimen shil xuésheng
RAR e R g A
You are students.

Nin shil ldoshi
)& EI,

You are a teacher.

Negative sentences

WO bt shi Li Xidolong
x AE F DA

| am not Li Xiaolong.

Nimen bu shi xuésheng
(i R R SO S
You are not students.

Nin bl shi ldoshi
(U N T

You are not a teacher.



Change the following sentences into negative form.

« ZAMAF A, Women shi xuésheng.
'_\/\l’ E’ N 7/ N v ° / J
« 34 2 EEFH A, Xuésheng shi M&igud rén.

« Z )P A P FH A, Lidoshi shi Zhdnggud rén.



K FE X E Reference answers

« KM AF 4%, Women shi xuésheng.

— HZMAAEF 4, Women bt shl xuésheng. (We are not students.)

- 24 & £ E A, Xuésheng shi Mé&igud rén.
— 54 XA EEB A, Xuésheng bu shl Me&iguo rén. (The student

IS not American.)

« ZI)FAE P E A, Lioshi shi Zhonggud rén.
— ZIHARAZ P E A, Ldoshi bl shl Zhonggué rén. (The teacher

IS not Chinese.)



Interrogative sentences with “*5”



When you add the interrogative particle “*% (ma)” to the end of a declarative

sentence, It turns the sentence into a yes-no question.

Declarative Sentences Interrogative Sentences
Ni shi Li Xidolong Ni shl Li Xidoléng ma
R &£ F Ko R £ F R 5 ?

You are Li Xiaolong. Are you Li Xiaolong?

Nimen shi xuésheng Nimen shl xuésheng ma
FT R FA, A & FAE 5?2

You are students. Are you students?

Nin shi ldoshi Nin shi ldoshi ma

" & 2T, w2 )T 5?2

You are the teacher. Are you the teacher?



The word order stays the same as in the original statement.

Interrogative Sentences
Ni shi Li Xidoldéng ma
R £ F Ik B2
Are you LI Xiaolong?
Nimen shl xuésheng ma

rM1 £ F4E 57
Are you students?

Ldoshi shi Zhongggud rén ma
zMm £ FH A "7
Is the teacher Chinese?

Answers

Wo (bu) shi Li Xidolong

£ (R RE M

| am (not) Li Xiaolong.

Women (bu) shil xuésheng
H#AM (R) A FA,

We are (not) students.

L&oshi (b)) shi Zhonggud rén
20 (R) & FE A
The teacher iIs (not) Chinese.



For each answer below, write a matching “* (ma)”
question.

« K aid, WO jido An Di.
o - B Rl Acs—WO—shi+-Méoli-givdsi-rén:

s RAAZI, WO bu shi ldoshi.



S # A% Reference answers

- M, WO jido An Di. —Axw i@ ? NI jido An Di ma?

- RAEZEKMA. Wo shi Maoliqitusi rén. — R EZKIMAD?
Ni shi Mdaoliqiusi rén ma?

- ZAAEN, WO bl shi ldoshi. =4x2#F%? Ni shi ldoshi

ma?



