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Categorization

Hindu scriptures can be broadly categorized into 

two

Śruti - revealed – applies to Vedas and related 

literature

Smṛti - remembered – applies to all non-vedic 

religious literature
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Śruti: From śru

Ved a  – F r o m  r o o t  v i d  t o  k no w  – Co m p o sed  i n  a n c i e n t  a r c ha i c  S a n s k r i t  - A p a u r u ṣeya

– F ou r  Ca t e go r i e s  – ba s e d  on  t h e  m e t e r  i t  i s  c h an t e d

– Ṛ k :  - Ṛ c a s  m e t e r

– O l de s t  w i t h  1 0 , 6 0 0  v e r s e s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  1 , 0 2 8  h ym s

– S ā ma :  Cha n t i n g  S o ng s  – S ā ma n  me t e r

– 1 5 4 9  s t an z a s

– Ya j u ḥ - f o r  p e r f o r m i ng  s a c r i f i c e s  - Y a j u ṣ m e te r

– Wh i t e :  A r r ange d

– B l a c k :  U na r r ange d
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Atharva – Atharva and Aṅgirasa

– Atharva – Atharva and Aṅgirasa

– 760 hymns

– Later accepted

– Contains magic r i tuals

– Last  three trace much of  their  mater ial  to  the Ṛg Veda

– Somet imes  the denotat ion 5 th Veda is  used  for  some texts

– Four Sect ions

– Based on Content

– Mantra – verses  or  Saṁhitā – col lect ion o f  mantras and sūktas
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Sections of the Vedas

– Brāhmaṇa – Ri tualis t ic  l i turgy

– Āraṅyaka – – Symbolism behind Ri tuals

– Upaniṣad – – Phi losophy and Spiri tual i ty

– Later  c lass if ied as

– Work/Ritual por t ion or  Karma Kāṅḍa

– Knowledge por t ion or  Jñāna Kāṇḍa

– Upaveda: applied knowledge/Secondary Vedas

– Āyurveda - medicine

– Dhanurveda - archery
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Upavedas

– Gandharvaveda – mus ic  and  sacred  dance

– Sthāpatyaveda – arch i tec ture

– Arthaśās t ra

Vedāṅga : Li teral ly “Limbs  of  the  Vedas”

– Sikṣā:  phonet ics /phonology  – sc ience  o f  correc t  ar t iculat ion o f  Ved ic  

rec i ta t ions  tak ing in to  considerat ion  the  l e t ters ,  accen t ,  s t ress ,  melody,  

in tonat ions  and  ru les  o f  euphonic  combination o f  words

– Vyākaraṇa:  grammar to  unders tand the  exac t  meaning o f  the  words

– Chanda:  Prosody – s tudy  o f  poe t ic  meter  based on  number  o f  sy l lables  

per  verse  and  morae per  verse

– Nirukta:  Etymology  – exp lanat ion o f  words  that  are  o ld

– Jyo t iṣa:  Sc ience that  s tudies  movement  o f  heavenly  bod ies
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Ritualistic texts

– Kalpa Ritualistic methodology

– Śrauta: From Śruti – For rituals

– Śulba – Mathematics and geometrics

– Smārta: From Smṛti

– Gṛhya – Household Rituals – Saṁskāras
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Smṛti – from smar – to remember

Manu – Laws of Manu

Yajñavalkya

Parāśara

Itihāsa - History

– Rāmāyaṇa – Kāvya or poetry

– Mahābhārata – History and Genealogy

– Bhagavadgītā – The Lord’s Song

Purāṇa – ancient /old – myths, legends, other tradit ional lore –

named after major Hindu deities – deals with cosmogony, 

cosmology, genealogies of  gods, goddesses,  kings, heroes, 

sages, and demigods, folk tales,  pilgrimages, temples,  

medicine, astronomy, grammar, mineralogy, humor, love 

stories ,  as well  as theology and philosophy – 400,000 verses

– Five Characteris t ics
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Purāṇa

Smṛt i – from smar – to  remember

– Sarga :  cosmogony

– Pra t isarga :  cosmogony and  cosmology

– Vamśa:  genealogy of  the  gods ,  sages  

and  k ings

– Manvañtara :  cosmic  cyc les ,  h i s tory o f  

the  wor ld  dur ing the  t ime  of  one  pa t r ia rch

– Vaṁśānucari tam: l egends  dur ing the  

t imes  o f  var ious  k ings

– A few Purāṇas ,  such  as  the  mos t  

popular  Bhāgavata Purāṇa,  add f i ve  more  

charac ter is t ics  to  expand th i s  l i s t  to  t en

– Utaya :  karmic  l inks  be tween the  

de i t ies ,  sages ,  k ings  and  the  var ious  

l iv ing be ings

– Ī śānukatha :  t a les  about  a  god

– Nirodha :  f inale ,  cessa t ion
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Purāṇa

– M u k t i :  m o k s h a ,  s p i r i t u a l  l i b e r a t i o n

– Āś raya :  r e fu ge

– M a h ā p u rā ṇa – 1 8 : A g n i ,  B h ā g a va t a ,  B r a h m a ,  B r a h m ān da ,  

B r a h m va i va r ta ,  G a r u ḍ a ,  K ū r m a ,  L i ṅ g a ,  M ā ka n d eya ,  M a t s ya ,  

N ā r a d a ,  P a d m a ,  Ś i va ,  S ka n d a ,  V ā m a n a ,  Va r ā h a ,  V ā yu a n d  

Vi ṣ ṇ u

– S k an d a :  l a rge s t :  8 1 0 0 0  v e r s e s

– Var i o u s l y c l a s s i f i ed

– a cco rd i n g  t o  d e i t y

– a cco rd i n g  t o  G u ṅ a s – s a t t va ,  R a j a s  a n d  Ta m a s

– U p a p u rā ṇa :  a l s o  1 8

– O t h er  U p a p u r āṇ as
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Darśana

S mṛt i  – f ro m s ma r – t o  rememb er

– S t h u l a - Tam i l  Ś i v a  Tem p l e s

D ar ś an a

– N yā ya  - G a u t a ma

– Va i ś e ṣ i ka  - K a ṇ ā d a

– S ā ṅ kh ya  - K a p i l a

– Yo g a  - P a t a ñ j a l i

– M ī m ā ṁ s ā

– P u r v a  M ī m āṁ s ā  - J a i m i n i

– U t t a r a  M ī m āṁ s ā  o r  Ved ān t a  - Bād a r āyaṇ a
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Śāstra

S mṛt i – f ro m s ma r – t o  rememb er

– D va i t a - M a d h va

– A d va i t a - Ś a ṅ ka r a

– Vi ś i ṣ ṭā dva i t a - R ā m ā n u j a

Ś ās t r a : S c i en ce - b as ed  o n  t h e  f o u r  go a l s  o f  l i f e

– Dh a r ma – re l i g i o u s ,  s o c i a l ,  p e r s o n a l  e t h i c s  - i n c l u d es  s mṛ t i

– A r t h a – eco n o m i c s ,  p o l i t i c s  a n d  l a w  – C h a n a kya ’s  A r t h a śā s t r a ,  

K a m a n d ak i ya N i t i s ā ra ,  Vi d u r a n i t i ,  e t c

– K ā m a – V ā t s yā ya n a K ā m a - s ū t ra ,  R a t i r a h a sya ,  Ja ya m a n g a l a ,  

A n a n g a R a n g a ,  e t c

– M o kṣ a – n a t u re  a n d p ro ces s  o f  l i b e r a t io n  o r  re l ea s e  f o r m  

S a ṁs ā ra - l a t e r  Up a n i ṣa ds ,  P h i l s o p h ica l t ex t s ,  B h a g a va d g ī tā
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Āgamas

Āgama - devotional  texts  – ‘ that 

which has  come down’ as  

Tradit ion – not  necessari ly Vedic 

or Smṛti

Vaiśnava – 277 Āgamas

Śaiva – 28 Āgamas

Śākta – aka Tantras  – 64 Āgamas
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