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Categorization

Hindu scriptures can be broadly categorized into

two

Sruti - revealed — applies to Vedas and related

literature

Smrti - remembered — applies to all non-vedic

religious literature
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Atharva — Atharva and Angirasa

— Atharva — Atharva and Angirasa

— 760 hymns

— Later accepted

— Contains magic rituals

— Last three trace much of their material to the Rg Veda

— Sometimes the denotation 5th Veda is used for some texts
— Four Sections

— Based on Content

— Mantra — verses or Samhita — collection of mantras and siktas
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Sections of the Vedas

— Brahmana — Ritualistic liturgy

— Aranyaka — — Symbolism behind Rituals

— Upanisad — — Philosophy and Spirituality

— Later classified as

— Work/Ritual portion or Karma Kanda

— Knowledge portion or Jiana Kanda

— Upaveda: applied knowledge/Secondary Vedas
— Ayurveda - medicine

— Dhanurveda - archery
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Upavedas

— Gandharvaveda — music and sacred dance
— Sthapatyaveda — architecture

— Arthasastra

Vedanga : Literally “Limbs of the Vedas”

— Siksa: phonetics/phonology — science of correct articulation of Vedic
recitations taking into consideration the letters, accent, stress, melody,
intonations and rules of euphonic combination of words

—  Vyakarana: grammar to understand the exact meaning of the words

— Chanda: Prosody — study of poetic meter based on number of syllables
per verse and morae per verse

— Nirukta: Etymology — explanation of words that are old

— Jyotisa: Science that studies movement of heavenly bodies
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Ritualistic texts

— Kalpa Ritualistic methodology

— Srauta: From Sruti — For rituals

— Sulba — Mathematics and geometrics
— Smarta: From Smrti

— Grhya — Household Rituals — Samskaras
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Smrti — from smar — to remember

Manu — Laws of Manu

Yajinavalkya

Parasara

Itihasa - History

— Ramayana — Kavya or poetry

— Mahabharata — History and Genealogy
— Bhagavadgita — The Lord’s Song

Purana — ancient/old — myths, legends, other traditional lore —
named after major Hindu deities — deals with cosmogony,
cosmology, genealogies of gods, goddesses, kings, heroes,
sages, and demigods, folk tales, pilgrimages, temples,
medicine, astronomy, grammar, mineralogy, humor, love
stories, as well as theology and philosophy — 400,000 verses

— Five Characteristics
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Purana

Smrti — from smar — to remember
— Sarga: cosmogony
— Pratisarga: cosmogony and cosmology

— Vams$a: genealogy of the gods, sages
and kings

— Manvaftara: cosmic cycles, history of
the world during the time of one patriarch

— Vamsanucaritam: legends during the
times of various kings

— A few Puranas, such as the most
popular Bhagavata Purana, add five more
characteristics to expand this list to ten

— Utaya: karmic links between the
deities, sages, kings and the various
living beings

— I$anukatha: tales about a god

— Nirodha: finale, cessation

prnd\“murn [praachiisha)

antisaara [matisaara)

— —
wt;\lﬂ dhruva apratiratha
1
duSy.lm kaNva
Nmnmyal[mmﬂvil >
r T y L
bRihatkshatra  mahaaviirya e "?‘
[Ns offspring became
" gaargya (his offspring became
hu:il braahmaNa-s) ranti deva brashmaNa-s)
Ll
ajaamiiDha
n dvimiiDha
' his lineage is
g0y 7ok susigaeseeeycs niila - from him paanchala lineage Riksha - from him kaurave PO NP
' I W=y
il bharmyaashva [haryaashva) o prT—
A
T : . JI} NE
mudgala yavana l
vin SEB : : '
‘ o prilkahit sudhanus fohru
di ; [ ‘s wife ] i i [ l.l St ;mleun
= |W Wi
ks ahalya - ‘ L
4 :“ [ | V1 { ,,.,,:.,. mclnunu :
% < Y - » ! n '
nchaala kin ’ . ————‘ hitraangada
o - { - | g gi § | Z ichitraviirya f H 1
"'"',“m kushaagra £°3 —p= ‘,,_ ""-,,: i ! ;
N Sk - ‘:_‘ . anm{uus‘ln ] !
o .:::uu v_“",,_ | l ,.,...'. ..-.I.m
Brothecs ""‘"‘

from a book purraNa naama chandrika, 1897

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

"Hindu Scriptures - an overview" by Rajendrakumar
Dabee, Mahatma Gandhi Institute is licensed under CC BY-SA
4.0



https://pedia.desibantu.com/kpuru-vamsha/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
http://mgirti.ac.mu/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0

Brahma Purana

Vayu Purana

VISNURURANAS
Mukti: moksha, spiritual liberation e Advaiuic Theism of

. THE BHAGAVATA
Asraya: refuge PURANA
Mahapurana — 18:Agni, Bhagavata, Brahma, Brahmanda,
Brahmvaivarta, Garuda, Kirma, Linga, Makandeya, Matsya,
Narada, Padma, Siva, Skanda, Vamana, Varaha, Vayu and
Visnu

Skanda: largest: 81000 verses
Variously classified

according to deity

according to Gunas — sattva, Rajas and Tamas

Bhagvata Purana
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Darsana

Smrti — from smar — to remember

Darsana

"Hindu Scriptures -

Sthula-Tamil Siva Temples

Nyaya - Gautama

Vaisesika - Kanada

Sankhya - Kapila

Yoga - Patafjali

Mimamsa

Purva Mimamsa - Jaimini

Darshan Teacher Teachings

Vaisheshika | Kanada Physics, especially atomic theory
Nyaya Gautama Logic and epistemology
Sankhya Kapila Muni | Physics and metaphysics

Yoga Patanjali Sadhana (spiritual practices)
Mimamsa Jaimini Hermeneutics and ritual
Vedanta Vyasa Metaphysics

Uttara Mimamsa or Vedanta - Badarayana
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Dvaita - Madhva

Advaita - Sankara L%”&f}m:‘
- Visistadvaita - Ramanuja Arthashastra

4

Sastra: Science - based on the four goals of life

Dharma - religious, social, personal ethics - includes smrti

— Artha — economics, politics and law — Chanakya’s Arthasastra,
Kamandakiya Nitisara, Vidura niti, etc

- Kama — Vatsyayana Kama-sitra, Ratirahasya, Jayamangala,

Ananga Ranga, etc Gialided it Eplish by
R, Shamasastry

— Moksa — nature and process of liberation or release form
Samsara - later Upanisads, Philsophical texts, Bhagavadgita
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Agamas

Agama - devotional texts — ‘that
which has come down’ as
Tradition — not necessarily Vedic
or Smrti

Vai$nava — 277 Agamas
Saiva — 28 Agamas

Sakta — aka Tantras — 64 Agamas
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