1. Introduction to Interrogative Pronouns
Today we shall learn some common interrogative pronouns.
What are interrogative pronouns?

e Interrogative pronouns are words used to ask questions.

e In Chinese, they are essential for daily communication.

2. Explanation of some interrogative pronouns

Now, we shall explain the interrogative pronouns: “f+ 4

(shénme) . #. . L. 2k, &2, £V, L. EQAH”.

(1) A+ 4 (shénme) — what
. Itis usually used to ask about things or objects.
. Structure: [Subject] + [Verb] ++ 4 ?

. Example: 17724+ 24 ? NI chi shénme? — What are you eating?

(2) # (shéi/shui)-who
. Itisusually used to ask about someone or people.
. Structure: #+ [Verb] + [Object]? or [Subject] + [Verb] +#?
. Example:
R KEIF? (Shéi/Shui shi Zhangldoshi?) —Who is
Teacher Zhang?
k¥ )P A ? (Zhangldoshl shi shéi/shui?) —Who'is

Teacher Zhang?
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(3) ¥k (n&) — which
. Itis generally used to ask about a specific one among many.

. Structure: "} + [Measure Word] + [Noun]?
. Example: 1422 E A? (NI shi nd gué rén?) —Which

country are you from? / What is your nationality?

(4) JL(j1) —how many (for small numbers, usually <10)
. Itis generally used to ask about a small quantity.
. Structure: JU + [Measure Word] + [Noun]?
. Example: A JLANFEE? (NI you ji gé pinggud?) —How

many apples do you have?

(5) % X (dudda) — how old (for children or inquiring about
size/age)
. Itis usually used to ask about the age (for children) or size.
. Structure: [Subject] +% K ?

. Example: 4% X ? (Ni dudda?) — How old are you?

(6) & 24 (z&nme) — how (method or way)
. Itis generally used to ask about the way or method.
. Structure: [Subject] + & 24 + [Verb]?
. Example: /& 2 554 ? (NI zénme qu xuéxido?) —How

do you go to school?
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(7) % < (dudshdo) — how many/how much (for large numbers,

price, etc.)
. Itis usually used to ask about quantity or price.

. Structure: %'/ + [Measure Word] + [Noun]?
. Example: /% /4 ? (Zhége dudshdo qidn?) —How

much is this?

(8) #RJL (ndr) — where
. Itis generally used to ask about location.
. Structure: [Subject] + Z&%FJL?

. Example: - &£%F)L? (Ni zai ndr?) — Where are you?

(9) & 2# (z8nmeydang) — how is it? (Asking for opinion or
condition)
. Itis usually used to ask for opinions or about the state of
something.
. Structure: [Subject] + & 2 #?
. Example: I /NEE AH? (Zhege cai zénmeyang?) — How is

this dish?
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3. Exercises

A. Match the question to the answer.

Question

Answer

Rl 2.8 57

Ni jido shénme mingzi?

a. %A WS,

Wo you lidng ge.

AR TUAS U 5 484k ?
Ni you ji gé xidngdi jiéme

i?

b. &KIFF 81T F %,

W6 qi zixingché qu.

RE L EFART?

Ni zénme qu xuéxidao?

EA =R,

Zhé shi yi bén sha.

AR AER )L TAE ?

Ni zdi ndr gongzuo?

d. & AEER I

WO zai yiyudan gongzuo.

5. LA A?

Zhé shi shénme?

e. ’eAZ & E9 0 Ao

Ta shi wo de péngyou.

Ni de jiad zénmeydang?

6. A% VAT f. &R =15,
Zhége duoshdo qidn? Wo ershi sul.
7. ARG A ? g. fRAF
Shéi shil ni de péngyou? Hén hdo.
*%R? h. 2.
Ni duoda? Wang L1.
9. RO K& A4 ? i A3k,

Wishi kuai.
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B. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate interrogative pronoun.

R E3R @& ? NI xihuan shénme ydénseé?

R R A? NI jia you ji kou rén?

5 FABH? NI zénme qu chdoshi?

R ? (asking "how old are you?") Ni duoda?

1% ? (asking "where are you?") Ni zai nar?

XA ? (asking "how much is this?") Zhége dudshdo qian?
AR WAF XA B ? NI juéde zhége dianying z&nmeydng?
nea #£Jf? Ni shi shénme 1&oshi?

Aeg, ? NI chi shénme?

C. Make Your Own Questions

Group yourself in pairs and ask your pair questions using each
interrogative pronoun and your pair answer the questions. Repeat the
same exercise by interchanging roles.

For example:
. Use “H2” tomake an interrogative sentence: 4R & 3k 51t
A7
. Use “if” to make an interrogative sentence: 2 174948

Y87 /ARIEAR A 7
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4. Recap

Pronoun  Pinyin Meaning Example
A shénme what oA+ 24 2? NI chi
shénme?
# shéi/shui who WRIKEIR? /KE A
7 ?
Shéi/Shui shi Zhang
ldoshi?
Zhangldoshi shi
shéi/shui?
nd which A REA? NI shi nd
gud rén?
JL i1 how many RATUASER? NI you
(<10) ji gé pinggud?
EN duoda how old/how 4% % X ? Ni dudda?
big
E A z&nme how (method) 1#/E&E A &5 4?7 NI zénme
qu xuéxidao?
E2 dudshdo  how XAN% VR ? Zhége
many/much dudshdo qidn?
R JL ndr where RAEPRIL? NI zai ndr?
E2H  zdnmeyang how is it EXANFE & AH? Zhege

cdi zénmeyang?
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