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Fill in the missing words 

In its broadest sense, corrosion can be defined as the deterioration of a substance or its 

properties because of a reaction with its . It is more specific to say the 

concern is with the destruction of metal by a  reaction with a given 

environment, caused by existence of an  mechanism. This overview 

specifically addresses metallic corrosion. The  is that portion of the metal 

surface that is corroded. It is the point at which metal dissolves, or goes into solution. 

When metal dissolves, the metal atom loses  and is oxidized. 

The  is that portion of the metal surface where reduction takes place and 

does not . The electrons left behind by the oxidation reaction at the anode 

travel through the metallic path to the  surface where they are consumed 

by reaction with an oxidizing agent that must be present in the . This 

consumption of electrons is called a  reaction. 
 


